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Call for Safe, Fear-Free Access to Healthcare for All Families in Minnesota and for the
Protection of Healthcare Workers from Violence.

As organizations committed to the health and wellbeing of women, birthing people, infants, and
families, ACNM-MN and AWHONN-MN affirm our unwavering commitment to providing safe,
equitable, and compassionate care to every individual—regardless of immigration status.

Across Minnesota, clinicians are witnessing a growing health crisis as the presence of federal
immigration enforcement agents in and around healthcare settings creates fear and obstructs
access to essential care. Families are delaying urgent medical attention out of concern for
surveillance, detainment, or separation. These fears have led preghant individuals to pursue
unplanned home births despite high-risk conditions, parents to delay care for sick children, and
families to remain at home - even when lawfully present -resulting in severe food insecurity and
avoidable medical complications.

These outcomes are unacceptable. They disproportionately harm the Black, Brown, immigrant, and
mixed-status families already experiencing significant health disparities in Minnesota. The
involvement or presence of immigration enforcement within healthcare environments worsens
these inequities and undermines the ethical obligations of healthcare professionals.

Healthcare spaces must remain safe, protected places that are free from fear, coercion, and
the threat of detention. They must be environments where individuals can seek care, give birth,
and make medical decisions without risking separation from their families. Everyone in the
healthcare workforce - from housekeeping and nutrition staff to nurses, midwives, and physicians -
deserves assurance that they are protected from violence and harassment, whether in the
community, in clinics, or in hospitals.

Our organizations affirm that:
e Accessto healthcare is a fundamental human right.
e Healthcare must remain nonpartisan and free from political influence.

¢ The presence of Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) in or around healthcare
facilities is incompatible with ethical care, patient trust, and public health.

¢ Noindividual should ever choose between medical care, meeting basic needs, and the risk
of detention.

We call on community leaders, policymakers, healthcare institutions, and the public to stand with
us in protecting our community and our healthcare workers - across every role and setting - from
violence, threats, and harassment. We ask Minnesota’s healthcare systems to clearly separate
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healthcare delivery from immigration enforcement, to safeguard patient privacy and dignity, and to
uphold healthcare settings as sanctuaries for healing - not sites of fear.

We affirm that every woman, every birthing person, every infant, and every family deserves safe
access to care with dignity and without delay. Protecting that access is vital to the health of our
communities and the future of Minnesota.

The midwives and perinatal nurses of Minnesota stand in solidarity with our community.

Sincerely,
The Minnesota Affiliate of the American College of Nurse-Midwives (ACNM MN) and

The Minnesota Section of the Association of Women's Health, Obstetric, and Neonatal Nurses
(AWHONN MN)



